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| by Jorge Serafin, The musical life
| at the comservatory is intense, and

fulfilled all the required perform-
ing tests and public concert appear-
ances. It 3 possible for the same

student to eam both degrecs,
The holders of Leaching cetifi-

schools and o priority in filling
positions in case of 2’ vacancy in
state sehools.

Do the students dedicate all
their time to the study of music or
do some of them " al ittend
schools of general education?

A. The students dedicate them-
selves completely to the profess
sional study of music in their
chosen branch. They are required
to fumish proof of completion of
primary and secondary education
or its_equivalent

. What occasions ate there for
students to pe
" We hiave @ student symphony
orchestra under the direction of
Armando Sayas, and @ student
chamber nusic orchestra direeted

there are numerous public student
secitals given during the year.

What percentage of students
enter the profession, and what op-
‘portunities cxist in Mexico to cxer-
cise the music profession in concert
and teaching fields’

A. About 12 to 15 per cent of
the student body graduate with de-
grees each year. T must admit that
the music field i limited and girl

ation the material problems whi
e will encounter Tater.

Q. Does the Mexican Govem-
ment encourage the masic profes-
sion? What docs it do for youny
musicians?

A It does encourage the music
profession. The Mexican Govern-
ment budgets annually 43,000 pesos
(about ) for scholarships,
free meals. and prizes for talented
noedy students sikle they aeo eull

gmgluu(v; € to for-
eign countries to perfect their art?

co on their own or get
government subsidy’

A Quite a fow distinguished
graduates go 1o the Dnited States
1o continue their studs
g0 to Europe—France, ln.ly, o
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O firklings may be explained in severnl walls. First, it is possable that the Esteem
individuals reference group inMuences whethel 2 E/ e PD
£ i . - ; ElIs R o
implications of the status ascribed 1o hisher scoial category. The idea af EfErRAT - |22 -% Iz“:‘ F’}‘é.
supporiive reference groups implics than blacks, women, and obder Americans &5
woulbd eompare hemselves with their ascribed (not achieved) statis peers, thus JJ * ..r *ﬁ ==1] m;
providing a psychologically protective mechanism for mainaining 1heir seli- o/ AN P -

esteem.
Thas would explain why no significant differences were found belween * %ﬁ%};&%

members of the different ascrihed sttus groups (blacks, women, and older
persons) despite the social defmition of negative or low status. whike significant
dilferences were found between achicved statws groups e.g.. high educational
altainment and occupational prestige). In summary, this explanation would
maintain that women, blacks, and alkler Americans do not use men, whites, and
VORMEEr AMERCAns, respectively, as comparison protps in determining their
view ol themselves. and that persons with less education and cccupational
prestige do compare themselves with higher stalus persons,

In the case of blacks, und possibly women and older persons, the intervening
reference group explanation seems plansible in light of mcreased social
conscivusness in the past decade and the growing importance of equal status for
Lhese persons. Alsn, it is possible thai the data reflect delimite changes in sociery
Al large in the value or status placed on being black, female, or older. These
explanations seem further suppored by the faeq that psychiatric patients, and
lwer educational and occupational statuses contines to be cansilered undesir-
able. These evalisations have nol been attacked popularly s have the notions of
lewer status traditionally ascribed 1o Blacks, women, and older Amencans.

An ahernate explaration of the data must be considered. Incertain cases. the
pre-existing level of self-csteem (derived rom interaclion with significant athers
as well as 1he general sociely) detarmimes whether persons achieve high ar low
statws. In other words, women and blacks who possess high beve 1s of sel{-esteem
are likely to have the strength required to endure and to achieve educational ard
accupational success. Also, those persons with bow levels of self-steem may
feel that they are not capable of educational or occupational success and may
yield in their pursuil of sucoess, In eitber case, & self-fulfilling prophecy can
account for persans with high levelsof self-esieem baving higher educational and
occupational status. Thes altermate explanation ol the data also supports the
mation of reference groups as impartanl intervening faciors. More research,
prefersbly using 2 longituglinal framework, must be done 1o st 1hese cxplana-
(L
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self-esteem (r = .202, p < .001) was found =
self-esteem and education provided the mao
gelf-esteem scores than would persons of h
self-esteem scale was used to operationally
self-esteem. The hypothesis predicting low ¢
self-esteem scores for institutionalized {ver:

self-esteem, although these did not prove t

self-esteem. The variable of age demonstra

self-esteem scores for all samples. Only an-|||i
self-esteem scores than older persons, The
gelf- esteem than younger persons, While b
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